LATER   ELIZABETHAN  POETRY

half a chapter by H. Child in G.H.E.L. A bibliography by A.
Sellers has been pub. in The Transactions of the Oxford Bibliograph-
ical Society.

Two American dissertations have been pub. in abstract; they
are Samuel Daniel a Critical Study by S. K. Brady (Urbana, IIL
1926) and Samuel DanieVs relations to the Histories and Historical Poetry
of the Sixteenth Century (University of Chicago Abstracts of Theses,
I923-4)-

MICHAEL DRAYTON (1563-1631)

Drayton was one of the most industrious and also one of the
most unequal of Elizabethan poets. His long literary career
covered forty years, and during that period he attempted nearly
all the chief types of non-dramatic poetry used in the Elizabethan
age. His first work was a collection of rather dull religious poems
called The Harmonic of the Church (1691). He then turned his
attention to the writing of historical "legends55 in the manner of
A Mirror for Magistrates (see pp. 169-171) and produced Piers
Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall and Matilda the fairs and chaste daughter of
Lord R. Fitzwater (1594). These were rptd. in 1596 with The
Tragical Legend of Robert Duke of Normandy. In 1594 Drayton had
also pub. his famous sonnet sequence Ideas Mirronr Amours in
Quatorzains containing fifty-one sonnets. This collection was very
popular: it went through n edd. by 1631. Drayton constantly
revised it by dropping some sonnets and adding new ones. Some
of the best appear for the first time in the ed. of 1619. These in-
clude the famous sixty-first "Since there's no helpe, Come let us
kisse and part". In 1596 Drayton produced his historical epic,
Mortimeriados the lamentable Civill Wars of Edward the Seconde and
the Barrons, Later he rewrote it expanding his seven line (rime
royal) stanzas to ottava rima, and pub. the new version with his
historical verse epistles called England'*s Heroicall Epistles in 1603.
England's Heroicall Epistles was one of his most successful works.
It passed through many edd. and continued to be rptd. down to
the eighteenth century. Among his later vols. of verse the most
important are (i) Poems Lyrick and Pastorall, Odes, Eglogs, the Man
in the Moone of 1605 containing some of his best lyrics such as To
the Virginian Voyage and The Ballad of Agincourt (2) Poly-Qlbion, a
Chorographicall Description of the Tracts, Rivers, Mountains .. . of this
renowned Isle of Great Britaine, (1612), Drayton's famous topo-
graphical poem, inspired largely by Camden's Britannia (see p. 199);
a second enl. ed. appeared in 1622. (3) The Battaile of Agincourt
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